Subject: Please attend: Peeps HIE visit to Parliament – urgent issues facing families (18 March 2026, 10am–12pm)
Dear [MP’s Name],
I am writing as your constituent and as someone connected with Peeps HIE — the only UK charity dedicated to supporting families whose children have a diagnosis of Hypoxic Ischaemic Encephalopathy (HIE), a type of brain injury caused by a lack of oxygen around birth or following an accident.
Peeps will be in Parliament on Wednesday 18 March, from 10am–12pm in Room N, to share the realities facing families nationwide. I am asking you personally to attend, listen, and engage with the challenges our community urgently needs Parliament’s help to address.

Why this needs your attention
Children with HIE often have significant, lifelong disabilities. Families provide complex care around the clock, navigating fragmented services while carrying enormous emotional and financial strain.
Crucially, many cases of HIE are linked to avoidable harm during maternity care. Families affected by medically negligent care face an additional layer of trauma: sudden admission to neonatal intensive care, fear of recurrence in future pregnancies, and years of trying to understand what went wrong. Yet even in these circumstances, too many parents leave hospital still in shock, without the support, information or follow‑up they desperately need. They must immediately navigate an overwhelming system while caring for a child with complex, lifelong needs.

What families repeatedly tell us is going wrong
1. Dangerous delays in accessing support
Assessments, therapies, specialist equipment and referrals are taking months—or years—forcing families into crisis.
2. Lack of joined‑up care
Parents re‑explain their child’s history to every service because records aren’t shared. Families consistently call for a single, shared record accessible across health, education and social care.
3. Barriers to securing legal entitlements
Families are denied or delayed needs assessments. Disability benefits require repeated reassessments even where conditions are lifelong.
4. Limited primary care support
Some GPs feel unable to support medically complex children, pushing families into unnecessary hospital visits and piling pressure onto paediatrics.
5. Equipment, transport and adaptation failures
Basic items like specialist car seats, wheelchairs and accessible vehicles are too expensive and too difficult to obtain. Assessment services are being closed; charities cannot meet demand.
6. Early years and education gaps
The closure of specialist nurseries—including recent closures in Leicestershire—has left children without appropriate provision and stretched SEND services beyond capacity.
7. Bereavement and lack of support for grieving families
A proportion of children with HIE tragically die very young, some having never left the hospital. Despite the severity of this loss, bereaved families often receive little or no follow‑up support. Families are left coping with profound grief and unanswered questions, yet too often feel forgotten by the system.

Why your presence matters
Families affected by HIE provide care that would otherwise require highly trained professionals. They are not asking for special treatment—only for systems that function, communicate, and recognise the reality of caring for medically complex children.
Please attend on 18 March. The families Peeps supports are in crisis, and the current system is failing them. Hearing directly from those living this reality will help you champion the urgent reforms needed in early intervention, support, and coordinated care.
[If helpful, you may also wish to personalise this letter with your own experience. Sharing a few details about your family’s HIE journey can help your MP understand the very real human impact behind the issues Peeps will be raising.]
Thank you for taking the time to read this, and I sincerely hope you will join Peeps HIE during their visit to Parliament. Your engagement could help transform the support available to families like ours.
If you would like to find out more about Peeps HIE before the visit, here is a link to their website: https://www.peeps-hie.org/
Yours sincerely,

[Your Name]

[Your Address]




